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Agenda 

�  Purpose 
�  Program Outline 
� Staff 
� Session Calendar 
� Commitment 
� Outline of 1st classroom session 
�  Laws Change Review 2012 
� Q & A 
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Purpose 

�  Goal: To improve refereeing at all levels by 
providing high quality ongoing training and 
development opportunities for experienced 
referees.  

 
�  Objectives: 

1.  Provide top quality, ongoing training to referees of all 
ages and grades, who are willing to commit to the 
program and fully participate. 

2.  Start to identify and select referees with high potential.  
Ultimately we expect these referees will go on to 
regional and national competitions and eventually 
some will be national/professional/international 
referees. 

3.  Work with assignors and assessors to ensure referees 
are working games that most effectively develop their 
skills and test their limits. 
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Program Outline 

� Monthly District sessions 
◦ 3 hours on weeknight or weekend 
◦ Led by top referees 
◦ Fitness and fieldwork 
◦ Classroom instruction and discussion 
◦ Q & A 

� Quarterly State session 
◦ 4-6 hours 
◦ Fieldwork and classroom 
◦ Top-level instructors 
◦  Invited guests 
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Academy Staff 

Bob Sabella, Referee Academy Director 

District Team Leads: 
1.  Kari Seitz, Chris Hutchison 
2.  Peter Fletcher, Colin Arblaster 
3.  Albert Montalvo, Yader Reyes 
4.  Ali Mohebbi, Vince Cortez 
5.  Said Ravanfar, Steve Larsen 
6.  Mike Kampmeinert, Alberto Marin 
7.  Hunter Arakawa, Michael Zapata 
8.  Matt Buckman, Doug Chard 
9.  Roy Shepherd, Bill Collins 

�  Supported by additional guest instructors and District 
staff- DDIs, DRAs and DDAs 
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Session Calendar 

1.  September, 2012: District Sessions 
2.  October: District Sessions 
3.  November: State Session 

4.  January, 2013: District Sessions 
5.  February: District Sessions 
6.  March: State Session 

7.  April: District Sessions 
8.  May: District Sessions 
9.  June: State Session 
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Commitment 

To be part of the Academy Program you 
must: 
� Attend all sessions (or make-ups) 
�  Fully participate in fitness, fieldwork and 

classroom sessions 
� Be interested in advancement and show 

improvement over time 
� Actively referee at highest level possible 
� Be an example for others 



CNRA 8 

District Session 1 Agenda 

1.  Overview and Commitment 
2.  Interactive discussion of select State-

level test questions 
3.  Pre-game discussion / referee teamwork 
4.  Law change review 
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Law Change Review 2012 
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MEMORANDUM 2012 

U.S. Soccer Federation Referee Program 
Law and Interpretation Changes for 2012/2013 
June 2012 



MEMORANDUM 2012 

International Football Association Board 
126th Annual General Meeting 

(Surrey, England, 3 March 2012) 
 

Amendments to the Laws of the Game 
Instructions and Directives 



MEMORANDUM 2012 

1.  Law 1 (The Field of Play) 
Interpretations – commercial advertising 

Present text 
Commercial advertising shall be at least 1 m (1 yd) 
from the boundary lines of the field of play. 

New text 
Advertising on the ground shall be at least 1 m (1 
yd) from the boundary lines of the field of play. 
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New text (continued) 

Upright advertising shall be at least: 
•  1 m (1 yd) from the touchlines of the field 

of play, 
•  the same distance from the goal line as 

the depth of the goal net, and 
•  1 m (1 yd) from the goal net 
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Reason: 
There should be no upright advertising within a one-meter area 
surrounding the goal net to allow an unrestricted view of the goal for 
match officials.  The proposal was approved with some discretion for 
certain stadiums where a full meter distance behind the goal may not 
be possible without major stadium work. 

USSF Advice to Referees: The above change would be a concern 
only for matches played at facilities that had advertising around 
the field. However, the underlying reason for the change (an 
unrestricted view of the goal for match officials) should be 
considered applicable to any equipment, structures, or other 
conditions which similarly obstruct the view of match officials. 



MEMORANDUM 2012 
Net 

Depth 

1 yard 
from 
net 

Upright 
advertising 
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2. Law 3 – The Number of Players 
New text 
If a named substitute enters the field of play instead of a named 
player at the start of the match and the referee is not informed of 
this change: 

•  the referee allows the named substitute to continue the 
match 

•  no disciplinary sanction is taken against the named 
substitute 

•  the number of substitutions allowed by the offending team 
is not reduced 

•  the referee reports the incident to the appropriate 
authorities 
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Reason 
It is not rare that a substitution is made prior to the start of 
the match and after the referee has been informed of the 
names of the players and substitutes.  This is normally due 
to an injury of a player during the warm-up.  If the referee is 
informed of the substitution, this is permitted but it is 
necessary to clarify how to proceed if the referee is not 
informed of the change. 
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USSF Advice to Referees: The terms “named player” and “named 
substitute” refer simply to names being on the official roster given 
to the referee in advance of the match.  In the absence of local 
rules of competition which would make the roster unalterable, 
names can be switched from player to substitute and substitute to 
player before the match actually begins.  This addition to Law 3 
clarifies that such alterations, even if not reported to the referee 
before the start of play, can be taken without being considered a 
form of misconduct or affecting competition rules limiting the 
number of substitutions.  However, the match report should 
include full details of such a roster change. 
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3. Law 4 – The Players’ Equipment 
Present text 
stockings 
 
New text 
stockings – if tape or other similar material is 
applied externally it must be the same color as 
that part of the stocking it is applied to 
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Reason 
An increasing number of players are using excessive amounts of tape 
externally on their socks.  This can be a multitude of colors and 
completely changes the look of the sock.  This can cause confusion, 
particularly for assistant referees who may need to look at the sock to 
determine who last played the ball before it went out of play. 

USSF Advice to Referees: This new requirement applied to player 
socks is similar to restrictions on the visible color of clothing a 
player might wear under the shorts or the jersey.  Team socks can 
come in many different patterns and colors, some of which may 
make enforcing this change difficult.  Referees are advised to 
understand the underlying purpose of the change (excessive tape 
and tape colors which change the look of the sock) and implement 
it accordingly. 
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4. Law 8 – The Start and Restart of Play 
Present text 
Infringements and sanctions 
The ball is dropped again: 
(…) 
 
New text (following the above) 
If the ball enters the goal: 
If a dropped ball is kicked directly into the opponents’ 
goal, a goal kick is awarded 
If a dropped ball is kicked directly into the team’s own 
goal, a corner kick is awarded to the opposing team 
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Reason 
There have been a number of occasions where goals have 
been scored from “uncontested” dropped balls.  This has 
put a great deal of pressure on the referee as he has to 
allow the goal to stand.  We then have the unseemly 
situation where the opposition allows the team to score 
from the kick-off without any players trying to stop them in 
order to rebalance the game. 
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USSF Advice to Referees: Referees must clearly understand what 
was changed as regards dropped balls and what was not.  It 
remains the case that the dropped ball restart must be retaken 
from the original location if, directly from the drop, the ball enters 
either goal with no player having made contact with the ball.  The 
purpose and effect of this revision was to not allow a goal to be 
counted if, after the ball is in play after being dropped by the 
referee, a player kicks or otherwise plays the ball directly into a 
goal.  If the ball enters the player’s own goal, the restart is a 
corner kick: if it goes into the opposing team’s goal, it is a goal 
kick. 
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USSF Advice to Referees (continued):  The change covers only 
those situations where the ball is played directly into a goal: if the 
play involves more than one action, it was not kicked “directly 
into” a goal and the goal would therefore be counted.  Examples 
of this scenario would include (but are not limited to) a player 
receiving the ball from a drop and taking two or more touches on 
the ball before the ball goes into the net; or receiving the ball from 
a drop, flicking the ball up from the foot to the head, and then 
heading the ball into the net. 
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5.  Law 12 – Fouls and Misconduct 
Interpretations 
Present text 
Disciplinary sanctions 
There are circumstances when a caution for unsporting behavior is 
required when a player deliberately handles the ball, e.g., when a player: 

•  Deliberately and blatantly handles the ball to prevent an opponent 
gaining possession 

 
New text 
Disciplinary sanctions 
There are circumstances when a caution for unsporting behavior is 
required when a player deliberately handles the ball, e.g., when a player: 

•  Deliberately and blatantly handles the ball to prevent an 
opponent gaining possession 
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Reason 
It is more important to punish the consequences that the hand ball 
created rather than the fact that it was blatant.  In fact, a hand ball 
could be inconspicuous but certainly very important.  Furthermore, it is 
difficult to define what is meant by “blatantly” and therefore to have a 
uniform interpretation, especially by referees from different countries or 
continents with very different experiences.  Deleting the word “blatantly” 
and providing that if the hand ball prevented the opponent from gaining 
possession must be cautioned, makes the interpretation easier. 

USSF Advice to Referees: The International Board’s explanation 
for this clarification needs no further comment. 
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Implementation: 
The decisions of this year’s Annual General Meeting of the Board 
regarding changes to the Laws of the Game are binding for 
confederations and member associations as from 1 July 2012 but 
confederations and member associations whose current season has 
not ended by 1 July may delay the introduction of the adopted 
alterations to the Laws of the Game in their competitions until the 
beginning of their next season. 

USSF Advice to Referees: The Circular from the International 
Board, on which this memorandum is based, anticipates the 
possibility of certain other modifications in the Law and/or 
Interpretations being approved later in 2012.  Any such further 
changes will be quickly brought to the attention of the referee 
community. 
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Q & A 

CNRA- Part of: 
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SEE YOU NEXT MONTH! 


